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The United States is a nation of immigrants. Throughout
its history, people have moved here from all over the world
and have contributed to their communities and our national
life. Today, as in the past, immigrants are also creating prosperity and enrichment for this nation.
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(S. 128 & H.R. 496)

Overview of Bill
In July 2017, the Dream Act of 2017 was introduced in the
Senate by Sens. Richard Durbin (D- Ill.) and Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) as S. 1615, and in the House of Representatives
by Reps. Lucille Roybal-Allard (D-Calif.-40) and Ileana RosLehtinen (R-Fla.-27) as H.R. 3440.
The Dream Act of 2017 would offer a path to permanent
legal status for millions of undocumented immigrant youths.
The bill passage is crucial given the fact that DACA’s future
is uncertain. Recently, 10 attorneys general sent the U.S Attorney General Jeff Sessions a letter threatening to sue the
Trump administration if the DACA program was not terminated by Sept. 5, 2017.
A pathway to citizenship under the Dream Act would ensure that Dreamers can continue to contribute to their communities through work, service, and schooling. The proposed
legislation would provide Conditional Permanent Residency
and employment authorization for eight years. Afterward,
Dreamers could apply for Legal Permanent Residency and
begin the application process for citizenship.

Analysis
Rescinding or changing DACA without passing the Dream
Act would not only have devastating effects on Dreamers and
their families, whom they often support, but it would also hurt
the U.S. economy. Dreamers contribute significantly to their
local economies. The Center for American Progress estimates

that without the work and community contributions of Dreamers, the United States would suffer a loss of $433.4 billion in
Gross Domestic Product over 10 years.2 Because a substantial
percentage of undocumented immigrants in the United States
lives in poverty, legalization would help them escape hunger.
We advocate for legislation that ensures a place at the table for
everyone in the United States, regardless of legal status.
We strongly believe in putting our faith into action. Matthew 25:35 says, “For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you
welcomed me…” Part of welcoming our brothers and sisters requires advocating for their well-being and dignity. The Dream
Act of 2017 provides a much-needed permanent legal pathway to citizenship for young undocumented people who only
know the United States as home.
Bread for the World will continue to support legislation,
like the Dream Act, that strives for lasting solutions to our
broken immigration system. To ultimately end hunger,
achieving solutions that last is key. We must have comprehensive immigration reform that (1) addresses the poverty and
lack of opportunity in countries with high migration flows; (2)
provides better opportunities for undocumented immigrants
living in our country; (3) welcomes communities and persons
directly affected at the policy table; and (4) includes a responsible pathway to earned citizenship.
We urge all members of Congress to co-sponsor the Dream
Act of 2017.
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